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(57) Abstract: A backlight unit comprising a fluores- 
cent lamp for illuminating a liquid crystal panel, a re- 
flection unit for outputting a light fix>m the fluorescent 
lamp in a specific direction, and a difihision unit for dif- 
fusing light from the fluorescent lamp and the reflec- 
tion unit, wherein a horizontal- or vertical-direction re- 
flectance or transmittance is controlled by imparting to 
the reflection unit or diffusion unit a dot pattern gradu- 
ally increasing in density firom the central portion toward 
the peripheral portion thereof, or a transmittance is controlled by imparting to the fluorescent tube surface of the fluorescent lamp 
a dot pattern gradually increasing in density fix)m the longitudinal central portion toward the opposite ends thereof. Accordingly, 
brightness gradients are formed in horizontal and vertical directions so that the brightness of the liquid crystal panel is relatively 
higher at the central portion than at the peripheral portion thereof. 
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